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Water Damage Prevention in Winter:
5 Ways to Protect Your Home

Any season can bring the risk of water damage, but winter poses unique challenges
that can catch you off guard if precautions aren’t taken.

Cold temperatures, heavy snow, and ice increase the chances of frozen pipes, roof
leaks, and basement flooding. A burst pipe alone can release hundreds of gallons of
water in minutes, damaging ceilings, carpets, and hardwood floors. Beyond
immediate destruction, unchecked water damage creates ideal conditions for mold
growth, leading to costly repairs and potential health hazards.

Because winter water damage often happens when homeowners are away, it’'s
essential to plan ahead. Here are five proven ways to protect your home during the
winter season:

e Install an Automatic Water Shut-Off Valve and Leak Detector

Have a Backup Battery-Powered Sump Pump

Monitor for Heavy and Melting Snow

Take Steps to Prevent Frozen Pipes

Stop Ice Dams from Forming
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Install an Automatic Water Shut-Off Valve and Leak Detector

Smart shut-off valves and leak detectors monitor your plumbing for leaks and
automatically stop the water supply if one is detected, preventing major
flooding. For extra protection during winter storms, choose a system with
battery backup in case of power outages.

Have a Backup Battery-Powered Sump Pump

Basements are especially vulnerable to flooding in winter. If you have a sump
pump, make sure it has a battery backup. Power outages during snowstorms
or freezing rain can disable a primary sump pump, leaving your home at risk
of serious water intrusion.

Monitor for Heavy and Melting Snow

Snow accumulation on your roof can add excessive weight and lead to
structural damage. If more than 6 inches of snow collects, safely remove the
top layer to reduce the strain. Pay attention during sudden thaws, as melting
snow can create dangerous leaks and flooding.

Prevent Frozen Pipes from Bursting

Frozen pipes are one of the most common —and costly —causes of winter
water damage. To reduce the risk:

e Insulate exposed pipes in basements, crawl spaces, and attics.

e Open kitchen and bathroom cabinet doors to allow warmer air to circulate.
e Let faucets drip slightly overnight to keep water moving.

« Maintain indoor temperatures above 60°F, even if you're away.

Stop Ice Dams from Forming

Ice dams occur when heat escapes through the roof, melting snow that then
refreezes at the roof’s edge. This traps water, which can seep under shingles
and into your attic or walls. To prevent ice dams:

e Insulate your attic to reduce heat loss.

o Keep gutters and downspouts clear to allow proper drainage.

o Ensure your attic is well-ventilated to prevent warm air buildup and
condensation.
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